
P A G E  5

Cynthia Magallanes-Gonzalez
 John Loiello AFSOAS FISHL Scholarship
MA Migration and Diaspora Studies

I completed my term courses in May, and I am very satisfied with the experience. The
coursework was challenging, and it suited my academic research well. of the movement of
people, things, and ideas. I am also happy to share that I have qualified for distinction. 
 
                               I am currently working on my dissertation, which is due on 15 September. In the
dissertation, I take an actor-perspective approach to development and migration in Morocco. I
have already submitted my abstract for a publication in the Journal of North African Studies,
for a special issue on migration policy in North African countries. I am using my fieldwork from
my U.S. Department of State Fulbright research grant that I conducted in 2017-2018. I also
conducted follow up interviews this summer when I went back to Morocco for two months on
the Davis Peace Prize. 
 
                Davis Prize Projects for Peace is a grant for students to design grassroots projects that
promote peace and implement them anywhere in the world. This year, I was one of the two
recipients, representing International Students House London (ISH). The project I proposed
funded summer language classes for refugee children in Morocco. Having access to equal
education opportunities is key for child development, and can later impact life opportunities
(i.e. better employment options etc.) Sub Saharan refugee/migrant children experience
difficulties in Moroccan schools because their home languages differ from languages in the
Moroccan education system. Article 28 of the UN Convention on the Rights of a child states
that “States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving
this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity.” This grant ensured that that as
stated in Article 28, every child had access to equal education opportunities despite lack of
funds, a message that so many of my donors supporting me at SOAS and ISH have passed
down to me. 
 
                .
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I have been living at International Students House London throughout my academic
endeavours at SOAS. I can say that the community, great location, and care that I have
received as a resident at ISH has made my master’s program a lot more pleasant. I also work
part-time at ISH in the Alumni and Development team. This has allowed me to learn more
about the history of ISH and all the great work it takes to maintain such a lovely
accommodation hall. It has also allowed me to meet HRH Princess Anne, a patron of ISH. I
can say that overall, my year in London has been quite eventful.
 
As I prepare to depart SOAS, ISH, and London, I am feeling grateful for this experience. I am
looking forward to welcoming the next John Loeillo/FISHL scholar and paying it forward in
any way that I can. I will leave London soon after I submit my dissertation and return to
Morocco to work as a research consultant and help start an NGO that focuses on the
education of refugee and other vulnerable children. I will also be applying to PhD program in
the U.S. this upcoming fall and continue working on research publications. I feel ready to
return to Morocco and utilize all the knowledge I gained this year as a student at SOAS and
employee at ISH.
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